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SECTION B: WRITING SECTION: 

Persuasive Essay 

Persuasion is when you use words to influence others. A persuasive essay is a brief work in 

which a writer presents the case for or against a particular position.  

 -What to Include 

To succeed, your how-to essay should feature the following elements: 

 A clear statement (thesis) of your position on an issue that has more than one side 

 Persuasive evidence (research, statistics, quotes etc.) that supports your position 

 Language that appeals to both reason and emotion 

 A clear, organizational structure that makes all arguments clear  

 The use of appropriate persuasive techniques (rhetorical questions, emotional 

appeal, quotes from experts, pathos, ethos, anecdotes etc.) 

 Statements that identify and address reader concerns and counter arguments 

 Error-free writing 

 

-Shaping Your Writing 

Plan your essay so that it has a clear beginning, middle, and end. 

 Introduction- Introduce your topic clearly and develop your thesis statement- one 

strong sentence that sums up your main argument.  

 Body paragraph 1- Introduce your first set of arguments about your topic and your 

supporting detail. 

 Body paragraph 2- Here state concerns and counterarguments that people might 

have against your position. For each, identify a response that you can use to 

address the issues in your essay. 

 Body paragraph 3- Keep your strongest argument for this paragraph and use 

supporting details to support your main points.  

 Conclusion- Sum up your main points by linking your arguments back to your 

thesis statement. End your essay with a lasting, impactful statement.  
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Planning table-  

Introduction- 

 Introduce your topic 

 Include your thesis 

statement 

 

 

 

 

Body- paragraph 1- 

 First set of arguments 

 Supporting details 

(evidence) 

 

 

Body- paragraph 2- 

 Concerns and 

counterarguments 

 Statements/evidence 

proving that these 

counterarguments are 

wrong  

 

 

 

 

 

Body- paragraph 3- 

 Strongest argument 

 Supporting details 

(evidence) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 -Conclusion

 Sum up main arguments- 

link back to thesis 

statement 

 Lasting, impactful 

statement 
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Transition words you can use to indicate relations within a sentence, paragraph or 
essay. 
 
This list illustrates "relationships" between ideas followed by words and phrases that can connect 
them. 

 
Addition: 
also, again, as well as, besides, coupled with, furthermore, in addition, likewise, moreover, similarly 

Consequence: 
accordingly, as a result, consequently, for this reason, for this purpose, hence, otherwise, so then,  

Generalizing: 
as a rule, as usual, for the most part, generally, generally speaking, ordinarily, usually 

Exemplifying: 
chiefly, especially, for instance, in particular, markedly, namely, particularly,  including, specifically,  

Emphasis 
above all, chiefly, with attention to, especially, particularly, singularly 

Similarity: 
comparatively, coupled with, correspondingly, identically, likewise, similar, moreover, together with 

Exception: 
aside from, barring, besides, except, excepting, excluding, exclusive of, other than, outside of, save 

Contrast and Comparison: 
contrast, by the same token, conversely, instead, likewise, on one hand, on the other hand 

Sequence: 
at first, first of all, to begin with, in the first place, at the same time, for now, for the time being  

Summarizing: 
after all, all in all, all things considered, briefly, by and large, in any case, in any event, in brief 

Persuasive Techniques  

• Claim- stating your argument  

• Big names- naming important people or experts 

• Logos- facts, numbers and information 

• Pathos- toying with the audience’s emotions 

• Ethos- getting people to believe/trust you 

• Kairos- convincing audience to act urgently 

• Research- using reliable research 

• Rhetorical questions- asking questions that don’t need an answer 

• Addressing the audience personally- you, we, together etc.  

• Anecdotes- brief stories that illustrate a point  
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Task-   

topic  thethat influences readers to share your point of view on  persuasive essayWrite a 
below. 

Make sure that you begin your essay with a clear thesis statement to outline your position 
on the issue that you chose.  Support your position with persuasive evidence and clear 
explanations of your arguments. Incorporate a number of persuasive techniques into 
your essay as well as using appropriate language that appeals to both emotion and 

(persuasive arguments) in your essay.  3 main pointsreason. You must include at least 
.50 words5 –450 Your essay must be  

to make sure that you include all of  planning tableur As a guideline remember to use yo
the necessary elements in your essay (introduction, body paragraph 1, body paragraph 2, 
body paragraph 3 and conclusion)  

 

-Remember to 

 Include a relevant title within your essay  

 Make your thesis statement clear 

 Use appropriate evidence to support you main arguments 

 Incorporate a number of persuasive techniques into your essay  

 Use appropriate language 

 Organize your main points clearly and logically  

 Check your spelling and grammar for common errors  
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Option 1 

A litter problem has developed on your school's campus. Students are throwing 
trash on the ground, leaving empty juice cartons and empty bottles outside on 
benches, and dropping napkins and other trash on the cafeteria floor rather than 
carrying them to the trash can. Your principal has asked students to take more 
care, but the litter problem persists. The principal has reacted by cancelling all 
after-school activities until the problem is taken care of. What is your position on 
this issue? Write a persuasive essay stating your position and supporting it with 
convincing reasons.  

           __________________________________________     

(Title) 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

Number of words__________ 
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